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Keep an eye on the Sky  

From Joe VE3VGJ 
 

 
 
www.ontariostorms.com 
 
The recent storms have provided many opportunities to see the wonder of Nature.  This is a good site to check on 
every so often.   How many of us need to brush up on what we learned in our Canwarn training? 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Ham Radio and Scanners - Part 1 
By Dave  VA3DBJ 

 
Communications in Durham has change considerably, in the last 10 years.  What was once 
based on a conventional 1 to 6 channel repeater system has grown into multiple complex trunk 
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systems.  Conventional systems still operate, in a wide range of services.  From taxis and 
delivery services, to now railway, utility and marine traffic.  These services operate in two 
primary areas, in the VHF and UHF bands.   
 
The VHF-HI band runs roughly from 108 to 175 MHz, which is usually covered by the general 
scanner.  Within this range, there are still a lot to listen to and should continue to operate for 
some time.  

108 -137 MHz Aeronautical band 
Comprising aircraft, air traffic control, ground support, company air to ground communications 
and the military.  The normal mode here is generally AM, but there are some FM/NFM traffic 
here. (120.100 Oshawa Airport) 

137-138 MHz Satellite 
Here you will find weather satellites and geostationary satellite beacons. (137.62 NOAA 
satellites) 

138-144 MHz Public Safety and Commercial 
This area was once set aside for primary public safety usage.  The police and regional police 
in Ontario were all in this area at one point.  Most have now migrated to the 800 MHz area, but 
there are still some here.  The Ontario public safety, via GMCP, has upgraded to the, state of 
the art Motorola system, but they have reused the channels that were given up by those who 
moved to the 800 MHz. (142.770 Police Common) 

144 – 148 MHz Amateur Radio 
The amateur radio operators, or HAMS, use this part of the spectrum for general and 
emergency use.  In this area you will find the largest non-commercial repeater system in North 
America.  With the addition of the internet, a good portion of these repeaters are now linked, so 
it is not so unusual to hear someone from Durham talking to someone in L.A. or Miami.  If that 
was out of this world, you will also hear voice and data from orbiting satellites and even signals 
bounded off the moon. (147.120 Ah.  Oh yeah VE3OSH) 

148 – 156 MHz Land/Mobile/Commercial 
This area is full of everything else. Taxis, delivery, trucking, government, fire departments and 
so on.  This area is highly congested and will more than likely be the area that will benefit the 
most when the TV service has moved. (150.100 MOH Common) 

156 – 163 MHz Marine/Railway 
Marine traffic and railways operate in this area.  So if you want to listen to yacht’s, coast guard, 
heavy carriers and the like, just scan the 156 to 162 MHz.  From 160 to 163 MHz you will hear 
the railway communications and the 7 weather channels. (156.80 Marine Distress - 161.535 
CP Mainline) 

163 – 175 MHz Land/Mobile/Commercial 
Again, here is more of everything else, as with the 148 - 156 part of the spectrum. (168.96 
Durham Region Works) 
 
This VHF area was and still is a highly congested area of radio spectrum, and if you are 
looking for a particular radio user, this is usually the first place to look. The VHF-LO (25-108 
MHz) band is not used as much as it once was.  Here you will still find users that require 
distant communications, without the need of expensive repeaters.  Provincial Parks, Ontario 
Hydro, Amateur Radio, and some trucking companies still operate here.  If you don’t find them 
here, then there is the UHF band.  This will be covered next. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 



 

 

 

 

Field Day 2009:  A good time was had by all……  

 

 
 

 
 

Good weather, good food, good friends, good radio. 
 
 ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
It was nice to have summer finally arrive for the last couple of weeks.  While it was short, it was worth it.  This past 
weekend reminded us of what a wonderful time summer can be.  Now with that ‘golden tinge’ to the sunlight and 
the lengthening shadows we remember what is waiting in the shack.  Europe is coming in like gangbusters.  I 
heard MI0SAI from Northern Ireland on 20M at a solid 5-9.  I wish I could have broken through the pileup.  
California was loud later in the evening.  May the memories of a warm, comfortable shack spur you to get those 
last few little antenna jobs done.   Remember our Clubs commitment to public service.  Remember the meetings 
coming up.  Remember ARES.  Work at filling the log. 
 
Your humble scribe, 
 
Ken 
VE3RMK 



Winter Hours Sep - Apr  M-F  9-6  Sat 10-4

Tel: (905) 665-5466  Fax: (905) 665-5460
10-1380 Hopkins St., Whitby, ON L1N2C3

1-888-426-1688
www.DurhamRadio.com

Layaway and C.O.D. are still available!
Special pricing in effect from Sept 1st to Oct 31st 2009.   All items subject to availability.  

ANTENNA EXTRAVAGANZA
Build it Yourself With Our Antenna Parts

Handles 1kW. Large 
holes. Strong enough 
for the biggest dipoles. 
Green or Black.

6:1 or 9:1 Baluns

Complete Your Setup With These Station Accessories

$309.95

$39.95 each

JTCE1 Centre Insulator

1:1 1kW baluns Reg. $29.95 Sale $24.95

Specialty baluns for your 
wire antenna project. 
Handles up to 1000W PEP 
@ 1.5:1

$19.95 each

Dacron Rope

Double-braid rope designed for ham 
use. Long lasting, no-stretch, UV 
protected design.

Our “hard drawn” copper wire is more 
rigid and does not stretch like regular  
copper wire.  Reg $0.29 Sale $0.25 /ft
We also stock a high-quality sky-blue 
41-strand flexible insulated antenna 
wire. Reg $0.59 Sale $0.49 /ft.

High Quality Antenna Wire

MFJ-259 Analyzer LDG 125W Autotuner
The Z11Pro 
will match 
virtually any 
coax-fed 

antenna. Handles up to 125W on 6 
through 160 metres. Works with QRP 
rigs too!

Analyze your anten-
nas. Built-in counter. 
Displays resistance 
and reactance. Covers 
1.8 to 170 MHz.

$239.95

MFJ-949E 300W HF Tuner

Reg $199.95  Sale $189.95

These Ready-Made Antennas Get You Up and Running Quickly

Full 1.8-
30 MHz. 
Includes 
8-position 

antenna switch and built-in dummy 
load. Large cross-needle meter.

Dog Bone Insulator

Complete your wire antenna with 
these “dog bones”  2.36” x 0.8” dia.

6BTV 6 Band HF Vertical

$1.95 each

Coax Seal
Weatherproofs your 
coax connections for 
many years. Easier 
to use and far superi-
or to silicone sealant  
and rubber boots.

Only $4.95

Reg $309.95  Sale $289.95

Mention this ad when you SPEND over $200.00 before taxES  & get a coax seal free  A $4.95 Value.

160 - 6m Wire Antenna

Buxcomm’s 162260
Windom covers 160 
through 6 metres. Factory assembled 
with balun and end insulators for quick 
installation. 265 ft long.

Reg $229.95  Sale $199.95

BUXG5RVPNP

- Covers 80-10 m
- Fully assembled
- Handles 1kW PEP

Includes 33 feet 
of ladder line and 
comes with 1:1 
current balun.

Reg $79.95  Sale $69.95

Priced from $0.19 per ft.

- 24 foot 6-band vertical antenna 
- 10, 20, 30, 40 + 75 or 80 Metres
- 2:1 or better on 10-40 metres
- Up to 100 kHz on 75/80 meters
- Self-supporting
- Ground mount with or without 
radials or elevated with radials.

CLICK ON THE IMAGES BELOW TO GO TO THE PRODUCT PAGE

LOTS OF NEW ITEMS ADDED OVER THE SUMMER CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS!

http://www.durhamradio.com/search.php?mode=search&by_title=Y&by_shortdescr=Y&by_fulldescr=Y&including=all&substring=jtce1
http://www.durhamradio.com/search.php?mode=search&by_title=Y&by_shortdescr=Y&by_fulldescr=Y&including=all&substring=dacron
http://www.durhamradio.com/search.php?mode=search&substring=6%3A1+9%3A1&including=any&by_title=on&by_shortdescr=on&by_fulldescr=on&categoryid=1749&category_main=on
http://www.durhamradio.com/dogbone-insulator-for-wire-antenna-construction.html
http://www.durhamradio.com/wire14barehd-hard-drawn-bare-copper-14-gauge-7-22-whitby-ontario-canada.html
http://www.durhamradio.com/coax-seal-mouldable-plastic-sealant.html
http://www.durhamradio.com/hustler-6btv-vertical-hf-amateur-antenna-base-station-ontario-canada.html
http://www.durhamradio.com/bux162260-antenna-buxcomm-multi-band-dipole-ontario-canada.html
http://www.durhamradio.com/buxg5rvpnp-dipole-antenna-ontario-canada.html
http://www.durhamradio.com/mfj-mfj259-swr-count-resistance-ontario-canada.html
http://www.durhamradio.com/ldg-z11pro-autotuner-automatic-antenna-ontario-canada.html
http://www.durhamradio.com/mfj-mfj949e-deluxe-300watt-hf-antenna-tuner-dummy-load-ontario-canada.html
http://www.durhamradio.ca/new-products.htm
http://www.durhamradio.com

